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Abstract. The article examines the theoretical and methodological foundations of the
territorial-oriented approach in public management of regional development. Its fundamental
principles, tools and institutional prerequisites for implementation are determined. The
European experience of place-based policy is summarized and the problems and prospects of
its implementation in Ukraine are outlined.
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The article substantiates the theoretical and methodological foundations of the place-
based approach in public management of regional development. Its purpose is to clarify the
conceptual principles, institutional characteristics and key instruments of this approach, to
summarize relevant European experience, and to assess the prospects and constraints of its
implementation in Ukraine.

The study demonstrates that the place-based approach has evolved from a redistributive
paradigm of regional policy towards a model focused on mobilizing endogenous potential and
recognizing spatial diversity. It is defined as a system of conceptual and methodological
principles grounded in the differentiation of public support instruments according to
functional types of territories, with the aim of activating internal growth drivers, reducing
interregional disparities, and strengthening territorial cohesion. The article distinguishes
between the approach as a conceptual framework and place-based policy as its
institutionalized form.

The results highlight core components of effective implementation: an integrated
strategic framework aligned across governance levels; clear criteria for identifying functional
types of territories; diversification of financial and regulatory instruments; and a capable
multilevel governance system based on partnership and vertical and horizontal coordination.
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Particular attention is paid to EU instruments such as Territorial Impact Assessment (TIA),
Integrated Territorial Investments (ITI1), and Community-Led Local Development (CLLD),
which operationalize spatial integration of sectoral policies.

Scientific novelty lies in the systematization of theoretical characteristics of the place-
based approach, the differentiation between development support tools and instruments of
spatial coordination, and the critical assessment of Ukrainian regional policy through this
analytical lens. The article concludes that, although Ukrainian legislation formally reflects
place-based principles, practical implementation remains fragmented due to limited
institutional capacity, centralized financial mechanisms, functional-administrative
mismatches, and the constraints of wartime governance. The findings can be applied in
improving strategic planning, refining functional territorial typologies, and reforming
financial instruments of state regional policy in line with European standards.
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